VIRTUAL NATIONAL SEMINAR
[bookmark: _GoBack]School of Law, Sharda University organized the virtual National Seminar on “Role of Judiciary on Upholding Constitutionalism” on 21 November 2020, to appreciate the concept of Constitutionalism, understand the role of Judiciary in upholding Constitutionalism, discuss the challenges faced by courts in upholding Rule of Law and provide insights upon emerging issues on judicial sanctity and transformative Constitutionalism. 
Justice Dipak Misra, Former Chief Justice of India graced the event as the Chief Guest in the inaugural session and Justice Indira Banerjee, Judge, Supreme Court of India as the Chief Guest in the Valedictory session. Mr. P.K. Gupta, Chancellor, Sharda University, Prof. (Dr.) Pradeep Kulshrestha, Dean, SOL, P. K. Malhotra, Former Secretary of Ministry of Law and Justice, Govt. of India, shared his views on constitutionalism.
“Judiciary plays an important role in maintaining the Constitutionalism and SOL regularly organise such events for the holistic approach about teaching, learning,” said Dr. Pradeep Kulshrestha Dean, School of Law Sharda University.
“New methods of teaching and learning, be it holding seminars, moot court competitions and public domain areas as Dean SOL has talked about the Family Dispute Resolution Methods. Chancellor, Sharda University asserted that the Constitution has declared both men and women as equal and this with other Constitutional principles has been adopted by the Sharda University,” said P. K. Gupta, Chancellor of Sharda University.
Retd Justice Misra mentioned that there must be equilibrium between the legislative power and judicial power and he asserted that majoritarianism and popularism cannot dictate the constitutionalism. He elaborated that “Basic function of Constitutionalism is to uphold the constitutional morality." "Role of Judiciary is paramount to protect basic tenants of democracy" and "Our Constitution is a compassionate, organic and living document.”
Retd Justice Misra further elaborated that in maintaining constitutionalism, the role of the judiciary in the formation of government through floor test is relevant. He referred to various cases decided by the SC recently including Karnataka case, Uttarakhand assembly case. Hence, the role of the judiciary is paramount to save democracy and also in maintaining the constitutional supremacy.
He quoted "Existence of Constitution does not mean that there is the Constitutionalism", Constitutionalism is more than it. "Laws should be in Consonance with the fundamental principles of the Constitution.
He asserted that Constitutional morality is also the part of the Constitutionalism and it is superior to political morality. 
He talked about different variants of Constitutionalism, i.e. egalitarian constitutionalism, transformative constitutionalism and progressive constitutionalism.
Retd Justice Misra summed up by saying that Indian judiciary has not only maintained the constitutionalism but also worked for a progressive society. He referred the Vishaka judgement and also Euthanasia judgement, Triple Talaq case and Shayara Bano case.
 
According to Supreme Court Justice Indira  Banerjee, “the biggest democracy of the world (India) through its Constitution has paved way for Social Change.” She stated that “the authority of the government in India is limited by the Constitution.” She called the Indian Constitution as “Judicially protected Constitution” and India with a blend of localism. Well, the organized judiciary is essential for democracy and also guards the rights of the citizens.

